
Candidate Profile
2023 FLS Executive Board Election

Nominee For:  FLS First Vice President / President Elect

Term Ending:  November 2026

Name:  
Christopher Lund
Cortland (Finger Lakes Library System)

Present Position:  
! Principal Law Librarian, 6th Judicial District, New York State Unified

Court System
! FLS Member At Large
! President, Friends of the Cortland Free Library

Activities and Affiliations:
! American Association of Law Libraries

" Copyright Committee, Vice Chair
" Legal Information Services to the Public SIS Blog Committee, Member

! Broome County Bar Association
" BarNotes Newsletter Committee, Layout Editor

! Uniform Court System Law Libraries Association – First Vice President

Work and/or Volunteer Experience:
• Principal Law Librarian, New York State Unified Court System - oversees all Supreme Court law libraries in the 10

counties within New York's 6th Judicial District: Broome; Chemung; Chenango; Cortland; Delaware; Madison; Tioga;
Tompkins; Otsego; Schuyler (2022-Present)

• Law Librarian, New York State Unified Court System (2018-2022)
• FLS Randall Enos Conference Scholarship Recipient (2021)
• Special Projects Attorney, Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP (2017-2018)
• Project Attorney, Alston & Bird LLP (2013-2017)
• Law Library Intern, New York State Unified Court System (2015)
• Graduate Assistant, St. John’s University (2014)
• Law Library Intern, Touro Law School (2013)
• Associate Attorney, Lazer Aptheker Rosella & Yedid P.C. (2007-2012)
• Legal Intern, Nassau County Attorney’s Office (2006)
• Legal Assistant Intern, Thacher Proffitt & Wood LLP (2005)

Education:
! St. John’s University

" Master of Library and Information Science (2014)
- Concentration: Law Librarianship

! Cornell Law School
" Juris Doctorate (2007)

! Dowling College
" Bachelor of Arts (2004)

- Major: Philosophy
- Minor: Legal Studies

~continued on next page~
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Position Statement:
As the leader of a relatively small, relatively young Friends group, I've experienced first-hand the challenges and
difficulties that face many Friends groups across the State, such as recruiting and retaining members, coming up with new
fundraising ideas, and navigating the legal formalities required to run a non-profit organization. My membership in NYLA's
Friends of Libraries section ("FLS") over the last few years has proven immensely beneficial in all these areas (and more)
through perks like webinars, insightful and informative newsletter articles, networking opportunities, trainings conducted
by subject matter experts, and other content that would be difficult or impossible to find elsewhere. Since November of
2021, I've had the pleasure of serving on the FLS Board as a Member At Large, working to bring these benefits to our
members and constantly striving to expand and improve our services and offerings, so I was quite honored and humbled
when I was nominated to serve as First Vice President / President Elect for the upcoming term. If elected to this position,
my first priority would be to assure that FLS continues the great work it's been doing in recent years, including presenting
an array of high-quality programming at the NYLA annual conference. In addition to these goals, I'd also like to work on
building a dynamic centralized database of useful documents like sample forms, topical subject summaries, presentation
recaps, and similar resources (akin to the current FLS Resources page for Small and Rural Libraries, but with a broader
scope). And of course, I would strive to provide as many opportunities as possible for networking and information sharing,
as ultimately, we have no better resource than each other.
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Candidate Profile
2023 FLS Executive Board Election

Nominee For:  Secretary

Term Ending:  November 2025

Name:  
Joyce Maguda
Eden (Buffalo & Erie County Public  Library System)

Present Position:  
! Retired
! Friends of Eden Library Program Coordinator

Prior Work and Volunteer Experience:
Work:
• BECPL various branches – youth services; 1983-2015
• Eden Library Director; 2006-2015 

Volunteer: 
• FLS Task Force for Friends Councils 2021
• Explore & More Children’s Museum 2016-2018
• Eden Library book sale 2016-present
• BuffaloTales.net – copy editor

Education: 
• MLS - University at Buffalo 1982
• BA - SUNY Fredonia State 1979
• AAS – Erie Community College 1971

Activities and Affiliations: 
• Comfort Quilters
• Eden Up-to-Date Club
• Member: ALA, NYLA, Beta Phi Mu – Beta Delta Chapter
• Friends of Eden Library

Position Statement:
During my career, I was able to witness the positive impact of Friends Groups on libraries of all sizes, and the
communities that they serve. Besides financial support at the local level, their strong presence was effective in keeping
rural libraries open throughout the county during a budget crisis. 

While serving on the Task Force for Friends Councils in 2021, I admired the dedication of committee members from across
the state. It was a rewarding and successful experience. I look forward serving on the FLS Executive Board.



Candidate Profile
2023 FLS Executive Board Election

Nominee For:  Member At Large

Term Ending:  November 2025

Name:  
Matthew Corey
Watertown (North County Library System)

Present Position:  
Library Consultant, North County Library System

Work and Volunteer Experience:
Library Consultant, North County Library System, 2/2011 to Present

Education: 
Masters of Library Science

University at Buffalo, 2015
B.S. in Business Administration
B.A. in Psychology

SUNY Potsdam, 2008

Activities and Affiliations: 
New Yorkers for Better Libraries PAC– Steering Committee Member

Position Statement:
Libraries are a crucial asset to the communities they support. However, libraries themselves need support to endure their
own challenges. This is especially true in our rural and economically challenged communities. In my 12 years of working
with our 65 libraries in the North Country Library System and in the greater library community across New York State, I've
come to know how crucial Friends groups are in supporting libraries that support their communities. I've worked with
Friends groups on advocacy initiatives when their library was pursuing ballot funding, education about roles, registration,
and other best practices. I believe this experience and understanding of the importance of libraries and the Friends
groups that support them will make me a strong candidate for FLS. Thank you for your consideration.



Candidate Profile
2023 FLS Executive Board Election

Nominee For:  Member At Large

Term Ending:  November 2025

Name:  
James Foster
West Charlton (Southern Adirondack Library System)

Present Position:  
! Assistant Director, Clifton Park-Halfmoon Public Library
! Chairperson, FLS Task Force on Friends Councils

Prior Work and Volunteer Experience:
• Previously taught at Mekeel Christian Academy (Scotia, NY) for 19½ years. 
• Volunteer at Schenectady City Mission (Schenectady, NY)

Education: 
• University at Albany (Albany, NY) – MSIS Masters in Library Science
• Cairn University (Philadelphia, PA) – MS Educational Leadership and Administration
• Cedarville University (Cedarville, OH) – BA English Education

Activities and Affiliations: 
• Capital District Track & Field Officials organization – Executive Board
• NYS Federation of High School Athletic Associations – Executive Secretary
• Ballston Center Presbyterian Church
• Library Liaison to the Friends

Position Statement:
My job description includes the title ‘Library Liaison to the Friends' a role that I enjoy and find critically important to the
success of the Friends, and more importantly the success of our Library and community.

In nearly eight years as Assistant Director of the Clifton Park Halfmoon Public Library, I have found that working with the
Friends is one of the most enjoyable and rewarding parts of my job.  The Friends of the Library are active, and they play a
vital role in promoting the Library.  Not only do they provide financial support, but, more importantly, they also represent
the Library positively in the community.  Being a liaison between two excellent organizations allows me to keep open
channels of communication, provide news and information, and help both groups continue working together smoothly.

I look forward to bringing my positive experiences with our local Library and Friends group to the Friends of Library
Section, sharing ideas, and helping support Friends organizations around the state.  I appreciate the opportunity to serve
the statewide library community and further the goals of NYLA by working with FLS.



Candidate Profile
2023 FLS Executive Board Election

Nominee For:  Member At Large

Term Ending:  November 2025

Name:  
Erica Freudenberger (Incumbent)
Catskill (Mid-Hudson Library System)

Present Position:  
! Outreach & Marketing Consultant, Southern Adirondack Library

System
! FLS Member At Large 

Current Activities and Affiliations:
• Public Library Association Board, 2021 – 2024
• American Library Association Committee on Professional Ethics, 2021 - 2023
• New York Library Association, Friends of Libraries Section, 2021 - 2023
• Coordinator, Southern Adirondack Library System Friends Council

Prior Work and/or Volunteer Experience:
Work:
Director, Red Hook Public Library, 2010-2016

Volunteer:
• ALA EDI Assembly, 2020 -2022
• ALA Councilor-at-Large June 2019-2022
• ALA Advisor, LTC Facilitation Skills for Small & Rural Libraries, 2019-2020
• American Library Association New Americans Project, 2018
• EBSCO Excellence in Rural Library Service Award Committee (PLA/ALA)
• Library Leadership & Management Association (LLAMA/ALA): Innovation Incubator Working Group
• Infomingle professional networking group, cofounder
• New York Library Association Sustainability Initiative: Community Change Agents, co-creator

Education: 
• Bachelor's Degree: Excelsior College
• Master's Degree: San Jose State University

Position Statement:
Serving on the Friends of the Library Section Board provides an opportunity to do a deep dive into the tremendous work
done by Friends groups across the state and get a sneak peek at new products, services, research, and opportunities
developed by the Friends of Libraries Section. There are endless possibilities to contribute to and support the work of
Friends of the Library groups across the state. It's also a chance to work with the most incredible, brilliant, and committed
people you will ever meet.



Candidate Profile
2023 FLS Executive Board Election

Nominee For:  Member At Large

Term Ending:  November 2025

Name:  
Mary Giardini (Incumbent)
Olean (Chautauqua-Cattaraugus Library System)

Present Position:  
! Advancement and Communications Coordinator and Database Administrator,

Mt. Irenaeus, Franciscan Mountain Retreat, West Clarksville, NY
! High School Equivalency Test Coordinator, Cattaraugus Allegany BOCES
! FLS Member At Large
! Friends of the Library of Olean, Board Member and Special Events Chair

Work and Volunteer Experience:
• Full time for Mt. Irenaeus, Franciscan Mountain Retreat, in West Clarksville, NY as the

Advancement and Communications Coordinator and Database Administrator. I focus mainly on
fundraising, working with our constituents, and keeping an accurate, clean database of thousands
of people. 

• Part time at Cattaraugus Allegany BOCES as the High School Equivalency Test Coordinator. I help
adult learners earn their high school equivalency diploma. 

• Previously an elementary education teacher for 8 years and taught middle/high school Spanish for
5 years.  

Education: 
St. Bonaventure University; 
• BS in Elementary Education and Spanish
• MS in Literacy, Birth-Grade 6

Activities and Affiliations: 
• Friends of the Library of Olean, Board Member and Special Events Chair
• Allegany Engine Company Auxiliary
• St. Bonaventure University Campus Ministries

Position Statement:
For the past year, I have been a member of the Friends of Libraries Section of NYLA. During that
time, I have had the opportunity to meet and work with some of the most passionate people and
they have challenged me to take on new roles and responsibilities. I have been a presenter and a
presider at the NYLA conference, worked on committees and attended in-person and virtual board
meetings.  

Last July, I was asked to be a member of the Randal Enos Scholarship Committee. I took an active
role where I used my nearly 15 years of fundraising experience to help the committee establish
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solicitation guidelines.  

In November, I attended the NYLA Conference where I was a room presider and I had the
opportunity to meet so many people with the same interests as I have – a love for libraries and all a
library should stand for. From the trade show and making valuable contacts, to speakers on topics
such as intellectual freedom and freedom of speech, and workshops on how to grow a local friends
group, all were very worthwhile and let me bring back invaluable information to my corner of New
York State.  

Reading has always been a passion of mine and I would love to continue to have the opportunity to
bring that passion to others with the help of local libraries.  I feel that Friends groups are there to
help support the library and all of the very important services (and fun!) that they supply to their
patrons.  

The broad goal of the Friends of Libraries Section is to connect and inspire others to become active
participants in their local library. It is my goal to continue working with libraries by using my
experience with communications to broadcast the offerings of the public libraries and, most
especially, in fundraising and organization to help fund a variety of programs to meet the
ever-changing needs of our society. I could see that my skills would most closely align with helping to
organize/host events and meetings and applying my skills with technology where needed – but I will
happily pitch in and help with anything asked of me. I very much look forward to continuing to help
others as a Member at Large for the Friends of Libraries Section.
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FLS Amended By-Laws 

The Friends of Libraries Section Executive Board has voted to submit amendments to 
the By-Laws of the Friend of Libraries Section, currently dated June 16, 2022, for 
approval by the FLS membership.  The Executive Board recommends ratification of 
these amended by-laws which will allow for a future election of a new officer, an FLS 
Councilor to represent the Section on NYLA Council. 

A draft of the amended by-laws, dated March 22, 2023, begins on the next page.  
Please see below for a list of the recommended changes. 

If these proposed changes are ratified by our members, these amended by-laws shall 
go into effect at the close of the 2023 FLS/NYLA election. 

Thank you for voting on this question during the election, June 1-15, 2023. 

Explanation of rationale for changes: 
Article I. An Arabic numeral “1” will be replaced by a Roman numeral “I” for 
consistency throughout the document. 

The following changes were incorporated for the creation of the FLS Councilor position. 

Article IV, A. The FLS Councilor was added into the list of elected officers. 

Article IV, C. Adding the sentence, “The FLS Councilor shall serve a term of three 
years representing the Section on NYLA Council,” to indicate the officer’s length of term 
and primary purpose. 

Article V, B. Incorporated the FLS Councilor as a member of the Executive Board. 

Article VI, A. The FLS Councilor was added into the roster of the Executive 
Committee. 

Article VII, B. The FLS Councilor candidates were incorporated into the election cycle 
and shall be nominated every three years. 



 

All language in black font is from the current FLS By-Laws approved June 16, 2022. 
Language in blue font is to be changed or deleted.  Language in red font is new. 
 
Amendments reviewed by the FLS Executive Board, March 22, 2023.  The Executive 
Board voted to recommend ratification of these amended by-laws by the 
Section membership.  

 
 

BY-LAWS 
FRIENDS OF LIBRARIES SECTION 

OF THE NEW YORK LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
 
ARTICLE I.  NAME 
 
The name of this organization shall be the Friends of Libraries Section of the New York 
Library Association (hereafter FLS). 
 
ARTICLE II.  PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of this Section, a unit of the New York Library Association, shall be: 
 
A. To promote cooperative efforts and the exchange of information among individuals 
active in community Friends groups and others interested in library service in New York 
State. 
 
B. To encourage the establishment of Friends groups throughout New York State and to 
assist in their formation. 
 
C. To present programs at the NYLA Annual Conference that pertain to and enhance the 
mission of this Section. 
 
D. To provide leadership and assistance in advocacy for libraries, library Friends, and 
library users throughout New York State. 
 
ARTICLE III.  MEMBERSHIP  
 
Membership shall be available to: 
 
A. Any person who is an eligible voting member of the New York Library Association as 
part of a Personal or Organizational membership in the Association. 
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B. Individuals who are recognized by the Section for their outstanding service or 
support for libraries and are awarded Honorary Lifetime Membership (non-voting). 
 
ARTICLE IV.  OFFICERS OF THE SECTION 
  
A. Officers - The elected officers of the Section shall be a President, First Vice 
President/President-Elect, Second Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, the FLS 
Councilor, and seven Members At Large.   
 
B. Duties - The elected officers shall perform the duties pertaining to their respective 
offices as included in the FLS Leadership Manual and such other duties applicable to the 
office as approved by the Executive Board.  All officers shall turn over their records in 
good order to their successors within one month after their term expires.    
 
C. Terms of Office - The President shall serve a term of one year and then shall serve 
on the Executive Board as Immediate Past President until succeeded.  The First Vice 
President/President-Elect shall serve a term of one year and shall become President 
upon the expiration of the President’s term.  The Second Vice President, Treasurer, 
Secretary, and Members At Large shall each serve a term of two years.  The FLS 
Councilor shall serve a term of three years representing the Section on NYLA Council.  
Terms of office shall commence at the close of the Annual Membership Meeting or by 
December 1, whichever occurs first.  All officers must be members of the Section 
throughout their term of office. 
 
D. Limitations – Each person elected shall hold only one office at a time. 
 
ARTICLE V.  EXECUTIVE BOARD 
 
A. Purpose - The Executive Board shall serve as the interim governing body between 
Annual Membership Meetings. The Executive Board shall report its actions at the Annual 
Membership Meeting. 
 
B. Membership - The Executive Board shall consist of the President, the First Vice 
President/President-Elect, the Immediate Past President, the FLS Councilor, the Second 
Vice President, the Secretary, the Treasurer, and seven at-large board members as 
voting members. 
 
C. Meetings and Remote Participation - The Executive Board shall meet at the call of the 
President or at the request of a majority of the Executive Board. The Executive Board 
may also conduct business by any virtual communication method approved by the 
Executive Board allowing all persons participating in the meeting to hear and speak to 
each other provided at least 24 hours notice is given.  Virtual participation shall 
constitute presence in person at a meeting for all purposes, including quorum and 
voting.  Resolutions made by email must be voted upon and accepted by unanimous 
written consent by all members of the Executive Board within the time limitations of the 
initial resolution.  If the vote is not unanimously in favor, the decision cannot be 
approved and the business must be brought forth at the next regularly scheduled 
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meeting.  Actions taken by electronic communication shall be recorded by the 
Secretary, verified, and included in the minutes of the next Executive Board meeting.   
 
D. Absences – If any elected officer or at-large board member fails to attend three 
consecutive meetings without advance notice to the President, the member shall be 
considered as having resigned.  The vacant position shall be filled as provided for in this 
Article. 
 
E. Quorum - A majority of the members of the Executive Board shall constitute a 
quorum. 
 
F. Vacancies – The President-Elect will assume the Presidency if a vacancy occurs in the 
elected President’s position and then assume a full term as President.  Other vacancies 
in the Executive Board may be filled after a recommendation by the President and 
approval by the Executive Board for the remainder of that year.  The position(s) will be 
filled by election at the next regular election to complete the term(s). 
 
G. FLS Leadership Manual of Policies and Procedures –  The FLS Leadership Manual is 
to be maintained on the Section’s webpage.  The Manual shall consist of a record of 
policies adopted by the Executive Board, with date of approval, and guidelines for 
duties and procedures to be followed by elected officers.  The President or the 
President’s designee shall be responsible for reviewing the Manual annually and keeping 
materials up-to-date. 
 
ARTICLE VI.  COMMITTEES, AD HOC COMMITTEES, AND TASK FORCES 
 
A. Committees of the Board – Committees of the board are comprised of officers of the 
Section.  A minimum of three officers serve on each committee of the board and can 
act on behalf of the entire Board. 
 
The Executive Committee is comprised of the President, the First Vice 
President/President-Elect, the Immediate Past President, the Second Vice President, the 
Secretary, and the Treasurer, and the FLS Councilor.  This committee is empowered to 
transact all business of the Section in between Executive Board and Annual Membership 
Meetings.  A vote of this committee may be taken in person, by telephone, by mail, or 
by electronic communications.  A complete record of these transactions taken by the 
Secretary must be presented in writing at the next Executive Board meeting. 
 
B. Committees of the Section - The Executive Board may create such committees of the 
Section and ad hoc committees as it deems necessary and may determine their size. 
The Executive Board shall establish the charge to each committee and shall annually 
review the need to continue or discharge a committee.  The President shall be an ex 
officio member of any committee.  The President-Elect shall recommend for 
appointment Committee Chairpersons and their membership for the coming year by the 
end of the FLS Annual Membership Meeting. 
 
C. Vacancies in committees may be filled for the remainder of the vacancy’s term after 
a recommendation by the President and approval by the Executive Board. 
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D. The President, with approval of the Executive Board, may appoint task forces to 
carry out detailed tasks for specified periods of time. 
 
E. Chairs of committees of the Section and task forces who are not members of the 
Executive Board and who attend meetings of the Executive Board shall not have voting 
privileges at these meetings. 
 
F. All chairs of committees and task forces shall submit a written report annually to the 
Executive Board one month prior to the Annual Membership Meeting or by November 1, 
whichever occurs first. 
 
ARTICLE VII.  NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS 
 
A. The Nominating Committee is chaired by the Immediate Past President.  The 
Immediate Past President shall recommend two additional Section members who are 
approved by the President to serve on the committee. 
 
B. The Nominating Committee shall prepare a slate of candidates for office.  Candidates 
for the office of First Vice President/President-Elect shall be nominated each year.  The 
Second Vice President, Treasurer, and three Members At Large shall be nominated in 
even-numbered years.  Candidates for the offices of Secretary and four Members At 
Large shall be nominated in odd-numbered years.  Candidates for the position of FLS 
Councilor shall be nominated every three years.  The committee shall present the slate 
to the Executive Board for its approval by April 30.  The slate shall then be submitted to 
the members.  All candidates must be members of the Section at the time of 
nomination and throughout their terms of office. 
 
C. Additional nominations may be added from the Section membership by petition 
signed by ten members submitted to the Nominating Committee no less than 6 weeks 
prior to the scheduled issuing of the ballot. 
 
D. The ballot that includes petition candidates shall be issued by the most efficient and 
comprehensive means to all members of the Section in accordance with the coordinated 
ballot timeline for elections fixed by the by-laws of the New York Library Association. 
 
E. The members shall be informed of the results of the election prior to the Annual 
Membership Meeting. 
 
ARTICLE VIII: MEETINGS 
 
A. Annual Meeting - The Annual Membership Meeting shall take place during the NYLA 
Annual Conference or in an in-person, virtual, or hybrid mode at a time and place 
established by the Executive Board.  Members shall be notified no less than one month 
before the meeting date. 
 
B. Special Meetings - Special meetings may be called at the discretion of the Executive 
Board or they may be convened by 10% of the voting members who may, in writing, 
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demand the call of a special meeting specifying the date and place.  The special 
meeting shall be held not less than two nor more than three months from the date of 
such written demand.  The membership is to be given advance notice of at least 30 
days before such meeting.  The purpose of the meeting shall be stated in the call and 
no other business shall be transacted. 
 
C. Quorum - Those members present and voting shall constitute a quorum at the 
Annual Membership Meeting.  In addition, three members of the Executive Board must 
be present at this meeting. 
  
D. Voting - A simple majority of the members present and voting shall be sufficient for 
action on matters coming before the general membership except on amendments to 
the by-laws. 
 
ARTICLE IX.  FINANCES 
 
A. The fiscal year of the Section shall be concurrent with that of the New York Library 
Association and a budget for the fiscal year shall be approved by the Executive Board 
prior to the year's commencement. 
 
B. No officer, committee, task force, or individual member shall incur any expenses on 
behalf of the Section unless duly authorized by the Executive Board. 
 
C. The official financial records of the Section shall be maintained at the NYLA office.  
The Section accounts are subject to the audit practices of the New York Library 
Association. 
 
D. The Treasurer shall present a financial status report and a budget status report at 
each Executive Board meeting. 
 
ARTICLE X.  AMENDMENTS 
 
Amendments to these by-laws may be initiated by the Executive Board or by a petition 
from ten members.  The Executive Board is required to submit all proposed 
amendments with recommendation for ratification by members voting either at the 
Annual Membership Meeting or through procedures authorized by Article VIII.  A two-
thirds majority of the members participating is required for passage.  A copy of all 
proposed amendments must be provided to all members at least 30 days in advance of 
the vote.  By-law amendments may be voted upon by mail, through NYLA’s online 
voting system, or at the Section’s Annual Membership Meeting. 
 
ARTICLE XI.  PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY 
 
The latest edition of Robert's Rules of Order, Newly Revised, shall be the parliamentary 
authority in all matters not specifically covered by these by-laws. 
 
Adopted, March 30, 2015 
Amended, June 16, 2022 


